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·Overview

Ɓ1891 monument erected in 

honor of Civil War 

veterans.

ƁCurrently in fair to good 

condition but in need of 

cleaning and repair.

Ɓ$200,000 restoration 

project planned for 2012.
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·Monument Location

ƁDowntown Watertown in the center of Public Square.

ƁIt is situated at the west end of the center island area known 

as Public Square Park.
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·Monument History
ƁErected to honor local 

Civil War Veterans.

ƁIn 1889, Mr. & Mrs. 
George Cook donated 
$10,000 to kick off a 
community fundraising 
campaign.

ƁDesign completed by 
sculptor Henry Augustus 
Lukeman and architect 
Edward Pearce Casey.

ƁConstruction began in  
1890 and was completed 
in1891.
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·Monument Features
ƁStands approximately 50õ 

tall from the stone 
foundation.

ƁBase consists of 3 separate 
pieces of solid granite.

ƁOn top of the base is the 
plinth which consists of a 
cyma and a four sided die.

ƁAt the plinth level stands 
life sized bronze statues of 
a soldier and sailor on the 
north and south sides of 
the monument.
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·Monument Features

ƁAbove the plinth is an 

octagonal shaped granite 

shaft  and then an unfluted 

shaft.

ƁOn top of the unfluted 

column is a crenellated 

capital topped with the 

over life sized figure of 

Victory.
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·Existing Conditions

ƁConditions Assessment 

Report completed in 2009 

by Conservation Solutions, 

Inc.,  (CSI) Washington, 

D.C.

ƁCSI worked previously for 

the City on the Governor 

Flower Monument 

Restoration Project.
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·Existing Conditions

ƁConditions Assessment 

Report revealed:

¶Monument is structurally 

sound and remarkably level.

¶Stone foundation has 

mortar joints  in poor 

condition.

¶Lead joints in between 

granite blocks are also in 

poor condition.
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·Existing Conditions

ƁGranite stonework shows 

signs of atmospheric and 

biological soiling.

ƁCalcite run on the north 

side of the granite base.

ƁMetallic staining is present 

in various areas.

¶Copper staining below 

bronze statues and plaques.

¶Iron staining just below the 

statue of Victory.
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·Existing Conditions
ƁBronze features including the soldier and the sailor are 

showing significant signs of deterioration.

ƁActive corrosion is seen through a pale green appearance and 
streaking and pitting of the bronze surfaces.

ƁIf left untreated, catastrophic failure could occur. 
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·Proposed Work
ƁCleaning of all granite 

surfaces using mild 
detergent, water and hand 
scrubbing.

ƁApplication of anti-
microbial product to 
remove biological soiling.

ƁMetallic stain removal using 
various methods such as 
poultice cleaning and 
chemical removal.

ƁMasonry repairs
¶Mechanical removal of the 

calcite run using hand and 
powered Dremel tools or 
dissolve using nitric acid.

¶Repair all mortar joints by 
removing failing mortar and 
then filling with grout and 
mortar to match existing.
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·Proposed Work

ƁBronze Treatment

¶Clean all bronze surfaces 
with Orvus detergent 
diluted in water.  Areas will 
be scrubbed with soft 
brushes and rinsed.

¶Loose corrosion products 
will then be removed using 
low to medium 
pressurized water (2000-
2500 psi).

¶Sculptures will then be 
repatinated and sealed 
with several layers of 
protective wax.
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·Before ·After
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·Estimated Project Cost: 
$200,000
ƁFunding Sources
¶$150,000 grant from the 

New York State Office of 
Parks Recreation and 
Historic Preservation. 
(NYSOPRHP)

¶$50,000 match from 
donated funds and from the 
City. 

¶Work to include:
¶Design and specifications.

¶Masonry treatment.

¶Bronze treatment.

¶Conservation oversight and 
project management.

¶Documentation.


