Memories found buried in remote cemetery
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Sheshequin---Along a road in Sheshequin Townsteetlies an old cemetery.
Not the kind of cemetery we know of today, but afd@t by 11-foot family burial siti

Laid to rest there are two early pioneer settléiSteeshequin, Walter and Sally
Rodgers French.

In October 1988, Arnold and Trudy Mignery of Sewangenn. were visiting relative in
the area and Lywellen Duggan, a cousin of Trudsthdr, took the couple to various
grave sited of Trudy's ancestors. It wasn't lordpie they discovered the homestead
and burial place of Trudy's great-grandparents Rtfenches. The found the plot
overgrown with weeds and brushes; the headstonestagpled and broken.

The Frenches were married on Feb. 22, 1836. Betd@87 and 1862, Sally
gave birth to 12 children, six boys and six giit&luding tow sets of twins. One of the
twin sons died at birth.

The couple’s first child was born when Sally wasy2ars old, their last when
Sally was 53.

Walter was a Susquehanna River pilot for 12 yearsSally a homemaker. In
the early 1860's their sons—Jeremiah, Abazina aatté/Jr.—joined the Union Army
and served in the Civil War. Enrolled at age 13[téf Jr. was a brave soldier who lost
his leg and saw his horse killed in battle.

Abazina enrolled at 21 and was captured at thdeBattManassas in Virginia and
held prisoner at Bell Isle for 15 days.

Jeremiah, who enlisted in the Army at the age ofalsb served honorably with Union
troops during the conflict.

In 1865, all three returned home only to find tihetir mother had passed away a
year earliel

After returning home from their visit with relativ&rudy and Arnold Mignery
received a clipping frorithe Daily Revievirom Helen Duggan, Lywellen Duggan's
wife. The clipping told about the restoration afeametery. Trudy then contacted the
Bradford County Historical Society and war refertedilbert and Norma Maryott. She
asked the couple if they would be interested itoréxy her family's burial site. The
Maryotts accepted and went to work. With 50 fefatice, some silicone, an angle iron
and a day of hard work, the job was finished.

Recently, Norma adorned the grave with followerd availed before-and-after
pictures with a copy of the poem “Old Cemeterythe Mignery's, who have no idea the
project has been completed.
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_ Walter French’s headstone is pictured after the area wa
cleaned up by Walter and Norma Maryott. .
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Susquahanana River Near Walter's Farm View on Snyder Road, Sheshequin, Bradford County,
Pennsylvania of the land that was part of Waltel an
Sally's Farm






