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As we point to the stones of granite with pride, a 
memorial to what our forefathers accomplished; it is 
with sadness and reverence also.  It is because our 
forefathers have spent of their time, their lives and 
their energy that we have the civilization of today.  
We also find that our forefathers and the leaders of 
men in all crises have devotion, which might be 
termed patriotism. 
  
The courage of the American soldier is unrivaled.  
Because of their devotion to a principle, they are 
willing to pay the price.  The soldiers from Lewis 
County, New York handed down to us a heritage.  
Let us not waste that heritage, but take and keep it 
unsullied for the coming generations.  In years past 
the men who wore the blue in the dark Civil war 
days did so that the nation might live, were paid 
tribute.  The Civil war veterans of Lewis County are 
all gone for many years.  Their final resting places 
in Rural Cemetery are mostly neglected today.  For 
most a flag does not fly in recognition of the 
sacrifices they made for the United States of 
America.  The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War Walter H. French Camp No. 17 would like to 
honor these men by placing a flag holder and 
United States Flag upon the final resting place.  We 
are planning on repairing or replacing any broken or 
missing headstones as well as cleaning up the 
soldier’s plot at Rural Cemetery.  Your help is 
needed to help to purchase the flag holder, flags, 
and supplies needed for the project. 
 
Our project thus far has identified the following 
Civil War soldiers at Rural Cemetery.  If you should 
know of any other please contact us. 
 
Walter H. French Camp No. 17 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
ffrenchej@aol.com 
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